THE  VIOBEOT AND  HIS  COUBT.               II

part of the female costume scarcely amounts to a
single petticoat. When the drawing-room is over, the
ladies who have been presented are ushered into the
upper drawing-room or ball-room of Government
House, where they can rejoin the gentlemen under
whose escort they came in their carriages to Govern-
ment House. Long buffets are laid out with every-
thing that is needed to refresh them after their exer-
tions, and the band plays for about an hour, until
they quietly disperse to their homes. This is an excel-
lent arrangement, as it affords the ladies a suitable
opportunity of displaying their dresses, and seeing
their friends' dresses, and receiving the admiration
to which they are entitled. About four hundred
ladies usually appear at the drawing-rooms in Cal-
cutta.

The levee for men, which is held a day or two
before or after the drawing-room, is a much less
interesting, but more fatiguing business. Every man
in Calcutta, European or Native, who can get the
necessary vouchers for his admission, seems to make
it his duty and his pleasure to attend. If he attends
the levee, there is the chance that he may receive an
invitation to dinner at Government House, or, mofe
probably, to one of the great balls or "at homes"
which are annually given by the Viceroy. Therefore,
every European assistant and every clerk in the mer-
chants' offices, and banks, or in Government employ-
ment, strives for admission to the levee. Every native